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AN HISTORIC COMMITMENT 
TO UNITE FOR HEALTH

11 of the world’s health and development organizations are 
working together to develop a

Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives 
and Well-being for All

Uniting to accelerate progress towards the health-related SDGs



Triggered by a request from

Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany

President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo of Ghana

Prime Minister Erna Solberg of Norway

with support from United Nations Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres



VISION

To leverage the 
enormous reach, 
experience and 
expertise of the 
global health 
community to 
accelerate progress 
towards health and 
well-being for all



We must accelerate progress to reach the health-related SDGs

 Maternal mortality reduced by 45% since 1990, but 303 000 women died from complications of 
pregnancy or childbirth in 2015.

 Under-five mortality has improved, yet each year 5.6 million children die before reaching their 
fifth birthday. 

 By the end of 2017, 21.7 million people living with HIV were receiving antiretroviral therapy, yet 
more than 15 million people were still waiting for treatment.

Health in the SDG era
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND



 Annual TB deaths have fallen substantially since 2000. But there are still 10 million new TB cases 
each year.

 After unprecedented global gains in malaria control, progress has stalled, an estimated 216 million 
cases of malaria occurred in 2016, six million more cases than in 2013.

 Some 71% of all deaths in 2016 were attributable to noncommunicable diseases.

 Nearly 800 000 deaths by suicide occurred in 2016. 

 Globally, more than one of every three women have experienced either physical or sexual 
violence at some point in their life.

Health in the SDG era
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND







OUR SHARED RESPONSE

Organized under three strategic approaches:

a framework for collection action

Align Accelerate Account



ALIGN
We aim to align and coordinate our work better to reduce 
duplication and inefficiencies through:  

 collaborating and harmonizing processes such as for financing 
and procurement

 strengthening provision of essential global public goods for 
health 

 streamlining programmatic and operational policies to seize 
efficiencies and synergies in our work

 aligning investment case approaches

 enhancing access through coordinated supply chain management

 harmonizing operational policies



ACCELERATE
We have identified 7 cross-cutting areas where more innovative, 
synergistic efforts can significantly accelerate progress towards the 
health-related SDGs. 

1. Sustainable financing
2. Frontline health systems
3. Community and civil society engagement
4. Determinants of health
5. R&D, innovation and access
6. Data and digital health
7. Innovative programming in fragile and vulnerable states 

and for disease outbreak response



EXAMPLE OF AN ACCELERATOR

 Improve the generation, allocation and use of funds for health

 Support for accelerated fiscal and public financial management 
reforms in low- and middle-income countries

 Harmonization or development of funding instruments to better 
leverage additional funds or jointly provide a critical mass of 
funding to key activities

 Support to intensified advocacy platforms that generate demand 
for increased domestic spending on health

Sustainable financing



EXAMPLE OF AN ACCELERATOR

Sustaining investment in new ideas - best practices for research and 
pipeline coordination, innovation hubs and other routes for generating 
new knowledge and propositions for health-improving innovation

Ensuring that promising innovations reach those who need them -
ready to transition to scale - partnerships with governments, funders 
and the private sector to help innovations translate to impact

Optimising the path to scale-up – assess existing routes to scale 
(including tools such as guidance and innovation marketplaces) and 
recommend improvements to ensure that barriers are removed

Enabling sustainable scale-up at the country level - explore how to 
shift priorities for research and innovation to the country level 
(particularly in LMICs) - assistance provided to countries to establish 
local priorities and modalities for bringing innovations to scale and 
ensuring equitable access

R&D, Innovation and Access



ACCOUNT
We aim to develop a common framework for assessing 
results and linking investments more closely to results.

 Set common milestones for nearly 50 health-related 
targets across 14 SDGs

 These milestones will provide a critical checkpoint to 
measure progress and recalibrate where needed.



NEXT STEPS



FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.who.int/sdg/global-action-plan
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